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their progress, celebrate the transformative power of recovery, and thank 
the many Americans who, often strengthened by their own experiences, are 
working to improve the health and safety of our communities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2012 as Na-
tional Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe this month with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8851 of August 31, 2012 

National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every year, thousands of children across America are diagnosed with can-
cer—an often life-threatening illness that remains the leading cause of 
death by disease for children under the age of 15. The causes of pediatric 
cancer are still largely unknown, and though new discoveries are resulting 
in new treatments, this heartbreaking disease continues to scar families and 
communities in ways that may never fully heal. This month, we remember 
the young lives taken too soon, stand with the families facing childhood 
cancer today, and rededicate ourselves to combating this terrible illness. 

While much remains to be done, our Nation has come far in the fight to 
understand, treat, and control childhood cancer. Thanks to ongoing ad-
vances in research and treatment, the 5-year survival rate for all childhood 
cancers has climbed from less than 50 percent to 80 percent over the past 
several decades. Researchers around the world continue to pioneer new 
therapies and explore the root causes of the disease, driving progress that 
could reveal cures or improved outcomes for patients. But despite the gains 
we have made, help still does not come soon enough for many of our sons 
and daughters, and too many families suffer pain and devastating loss. 

My Administration will continue to support families battling pediatric can-
cer and work to ease the burdens they face. Under the Affordable Care Act, 
insurance companies can no longer deny health coverage to children be-
cause of pre-existing conditions, including cancer, nor can they drop cov-
erage because a child is diagnosed with cancer. The law also bans insurers 
from placing a lifetime dollar limit on the amount of coverage they provide, 
giving families peace of mind that their coverage will be there when they 
need it most. And as we work to ensure all Americans have access to af-
fordable health care, my Administration will continue to invest in the cut-
ting-edge cancer research that paves the way for tomorrow’s breakthroughs. 
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This month, we pay tribute to the families, friends, professionals, and com-
munities who lend their strength to children fighting pediatric cancer. May 
their courage and commitment continue to move us toward new cures, 
healthier outcomes, and a brighter future for America’s youth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2012 as Na-
tional Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. I encourage all Americans to 
join me in reaffirming our commitment to fighting childhood cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8852 of August 31, 2012 

National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Over the past several decades, childhood obesity has become a serious pub-
lic health issue that puts millions of our sons and daughters at risk. The 
stakes are high: if we do not solve this problem, many among America’s 
next generation will face diabetes, heart disease, cancer, and other health 
problems associated with obesity. Thankfully, while more remains to be 
done, we are making real progress toward a healthier future for our chil-
dren. During National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month, we rededicate 
ourselves to meeting that critical responsibility. 

For more than 2 years, First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move! initiative 
has worked with stakeholders across the private and public sectors to ex-
pand access to nutritious food, promote physical activity, encourage 
healthy food choices, create healthy starts for children, and ensure families 
have the tools they need to make healthy decisions. Communities from 
coast to coast are taking action to fulfill those goals. Over 4,000 schools 
have established rigorous nutrition and physical activity standards through 
the HealthierUS School Challenge, and more than a million Americans 
have earned the Presidential Active Lifestyle Award by committing to 
healthy eating and regular exercise. The Healthy Food Financing Initiative 
is developing projects that increase access to healthy, affordable food in 
communities that currently lack these options. Let’s Move! has also 
partnered with faith-based and community organizations that are expand-
ing access to fresh fruits and vegetables in their neighborhoods, and local 
elected officials are leading the way in making healthy changes for cities, 
towns, and counties across America. 

Earlier this year, my Administration implemented part of the historic 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act by releasing new rules for school lunches 
and breakfasts that ensure a higher nutritional standard—one that includes 
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